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Dear Neighbor, 

 Hello from the JFS Food Pantry! The pantry provides food to households who are food 
insecure. The JFS Food Pantry currently serves over 494 households. In 2014, we distributed 
125,000 pounds of food to the community.  Our pantry is the only one in Kansas City that serves 
people and their pets.  Today, we ask you to collaborate with us in carrying out this important 
mission by holding a food drive. 

In this packet you will find information on how to facilitate a food drive.  If you are 
interested, or have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I’d be happy to provide 
any additional information you might need.  Feel free to contact me at your convenience.  I look 
forward to hearing from you! 

 

Thank you! 

 

Taly Friedman 
Director of Volunteer Engagement 
Jewish Family Services 
5801 W. 115th St., Suite 103 
Overland Park, KS 66211 
913-730-1445 
tfriedman@jfskc.org  
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Our Mission 

JFS supports and strengthens the Jewish and general community by providing 
high-quality programs which address the needs of individuals and families dealing 

with crises and everyday challenges of life. 

 

 

About Jewish Family Services 

Jewish Family Services (JFS) is a social service agency which provides 
essential programs and services for individuals and families coping with crisis and 

every day challenges.  For over 110 years, JFS has supported and strengthened 
the Kansas City Community. Every year, JFS manages more than 75 programs and 

serves more than 6,000 individuals. JFS has a unique, holistic approach to care, 
offering programs for the mind, body, and spirit. The Jewish value of Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world) inspires us to serve all people. 

 

 

JFS Food Pantry: Feeding the Hungry in Kansas City 

The Jewish Family Services Food Pantry is our response to the ever-growing 
need for food assistance in Kansas City.  The JFS Food Pantry offers both VAAD-
supervised kosher and non-kosher food, with such staples such as grains, dairy, 

protein, as well as fresh fruits and vegetables.  Personal care and household items 
are also available when possible. 
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How to Help: 

• Host a food or fund collection on behalf of the JFS Food Pantry.  Contact 
Volunteer Engagement at 913-730-1410 or volunteer@jfskc.org for information 
and assistance. 

• Bring in donations of food and hygiene products to 5801 W. 115th St., Suite 103, 
Overland Park, KS 66211.   

• Monetary donations can be sent to 5801 W. 115th St., Suite 103, Overland Park, KS 
66211 or made via secure website payment at www.jfskc.org.  For more 
information contact Kristin Schultz, Development Director, at 913-327-8257 or 
kschultz@jfskc.org. 

• Many volunteer opportunities are available in the pantry.  We need store room 
workers, donation pick-up drivers, and food delivery drivers.  For more 
information, contact the Volunteer Engagement Team at 913-730-1410 or 
volunteer@jfskc.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:volunteer@jfskc.org
http://www.jfskc.org/
mailto:kschultz@jfskc.org
mailto:volunteer@jfskc.org
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Types of Food Drives: 
 

There are many ways to do a drive.  Below are some general ideas for different 
types of drives.  Feel free to be creative and come up with something else as well. 

• Group Collection: This is when members of a group get together to collect 
items.  It often involves a theme and goes for a designated period of time, 
usually anywhere between one week and one month.  It usually involves 
keeping a large collection barrel in a highly visible area for people to drop 
their donations in.  Sometimes it is helpful to give all of the group members 
a grocery bag and ask them to bring it back filled up with food or other 
items. 

• Group Drive Event: This is when a group gets together for a one-time event 
where all group members are encouraged to bring items.  An example 
would be collecting food at a company holiday party. 

• Business or Organization Collection: This is when a business or 
organization collects food from their employees and/or customers.  Often 
times they will offer an incentive such as a discount, casual dress day, or 
entry into a raffle. 

• Grocery Store Drives: This is when a group partners with a grocery store for 
a day.  Usually the group will pick a day to set up outside of the grocery 
store and ask customers as they are going in to purchase items to donate 
on the way out.  This kind of drive is great for getting the word out into the 
community! 

• Community Bag Drive: This is when a group goes into the community and 
places empty bags on porches.  Usually attached to the bag will be a letter 
giving instructions to fill the bag with food and to put it out on their porch 
on a designated day- usually about one week after receiving the bag.  The 
group then goes out to pick up all of the filled bags of food.  
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How to Host a Successful Food Drive: 

Tips for Running a Smooth Food Drive 

• Designate a Chair/Spokesperson for the drive. 
• Have the Chair make regular announcements or other forms of 

communication to the target audience.  Have a clear starting and ending 
point for the drive. 

• Hand out the “Most Wanted” Items list (see page 8) to as many people as 
possible at the drive’s start.  Post it as a 
reminder in a visible place.  JFS can 
provide the list in electronic format. 

• Have multiple, well-marked collection 
bins. We suggest keeping the bins 
relatively small so they can be easily 
transported when they are full. 

• Remind donors that we can only accept 
nonperishable items.  We also cannot 
accept opened packages. 

Think Fun! Making Your Food Drive Unique 

• Set up a contest between different groups.   
• Have a theme for a drive and collect only one item. For example, some 

groups only collect peanut butter.  You adopt a slogan such as “100 Jars of 
Peanut Butter Goes a Long Way!” 

• Set a goal- financial, poundage, or number of items. JFS can assist with 
tallying your collection.  

• Split into competing teams and develop prizes and a point system.  Have 
the teams collect items and give a point value to the items- most needed 
items will be worth the most points.  Have prizes for the team with the 
most points.   
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Most Needed Items: 

     Food Items 
- Canned fruits 
- Canned vegetables 
- Peanut butter 
- Canned Fish & Chicken 
- Canned or dry beans  
- Canned vegetable soups 
- Tomato Sauce 
- Pasta 
- Rice 
- Boxed Entrees 
- Juice 
- Cereal (hot and cold) 
- Baking supplies/Seasonings 
- Condiments/Salad dressing 
- Crackers 

         
 Personal Care Items 

- Bar soap 
- Shampoo 
- Conditioner 
- Lotion 
- Toothpaste 
- Deodorant 
- Incontinence supplies  
- Feminine Hygiene Products 

 
     Cleaning Products 

- Dish detergent 
- Laundry Soap 
- Any cleaning supplies  

 
     Paper Goods 

- Toilet paper 
- Paper towels 
- Tissues 
 
Pet Food 
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ABCs of a Food Drive: 
 
 
DVERTISE- Use flyers, posters, newsletters, or email.  Set a collection 
time period.  This could be one day, one week, or one month.  Advertise 
the food drive to your group.  You could include a friendly contest, a fun 
reward, or a fun theme for your drive.  
 

       

          RING in food and other items to your food drive site. 

 

  

          ONVEY your thanks to contributors.  

 

 

            ELIVER collected goods to JFS. 

 

  

          XPERIENCE the pantry with a hands-on activity.  This could be anything        
         from sorting to stocking your donations.  Come see what happens with the  
         food after it has been collected! 
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Tools for 
Your Food 

Drive 
 
 
 

Sample Food Drive Flyer- p. 11 
Sample Letter for Bag Drive- p. 12 
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Most Needed Items: 
     Food Items 

- Canned fruits 
- Canned vegetables 
- Peanut butter 
- Canned Fish & Chicken 
- Canned or dry beans  
- Canned vegetable soups 
- Tomato Sauce 
- Pasta 
- Rice 
- Boxed Entrees 
- Juice 
- Cereal (hot and cold) 
- Baking supplies/Seasonings 
- Condiments/Salad dressing 
- Crackers 

         
 Personal Care Items 

- Bar soap 
- Shampoo 
- Conditioner 
- Lotion 
- Toothpaste 
- Deodorant 
- Incontinence supplies 
- Feminine Hygiene Products 

 
     Cleaning Products 

- Dish detergent 
- Laundry Soap 
- Any cleaning supplies  

 
     Paper Goods 

- Toilet paper 
- Paper towels 
- Tissues 
 
Pet Food 

For more information, contact: 

 

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION 
HERE 
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Dear Neighbor, 
 
Hello from the JFS Food Pantry!  The pantry provides food to households who are 
food insecure. The JFS Food Pantry currently serves over 180 households. In 2013 
we distributed over 80,000 pounds of food to the community. Our pantry is the 
only one in Kansas City that serves people and their pets. Today, we ask you to 
collaborate with us in carrying out this important mission by participating in a 
food drive. 
 
Please fill this bag with any food that you’d like to donate and leave in outside 
of your door on (insert day, date and time). Volunteers will come shortly after 
this time, so it is important that your bag is visible. 
 
We accept nonperishable food items that are not expired, personal care, and 
household goods.  Our most needed items include: peanut butter, canned tuna, 
canned meats, canned beans, paper towels, toilet paper, and laundry detergent.   
 
If volunteers miss picking up your bag, or if you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact (insert name and phone #).   
 
Thanks so much for your generosity! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jewish Family Services Food Pantry 
5801 W. 115th St., Suite 103 
Overland Park, KS 66211 
913-327-8250 
www.jfskc.org    

http://www.jfskc.org/

