
 
 
A Hanukkah Story 
 
There is more to you than meets the eye.  The same can be said for most every person in the world and 
every situation in which you find yourself.  Remember this and wonderful things can happen.  This is a 
story going back over 2,000 years.  It’s a Hanukkah story. 
 
Imagine seeing a little jar of oil in a war ravaged Temple and deciding that it contains enough fuel to 
light up the building even before you could possibly know for sure that it does. 
 
Now imagine seeing yourself as both that jar of oil and the person who dares to trust the depth of what 
it contains.  That’s a Hanukkah story as meaningful today as it was when it first happened. 
 
Think of Hanukkah as an ancient 8-day refresher course in remembering how great you really are, in 
rediscovering how much untapped potential you have, and how much can happen if you truly trust in 
both.  Add to that the ability to see others this way – to see life this way and you have the recipe for 
something truly miraculous. 
 
Take a few moments on 8 consecutive nights to live an ancient practice in seeing the rich potential in 
you and in your life. 
 
As the sun is setting, as the day is ending, as your energy may be ebbing, try answering the following 
questions: 

• What strength, skill or passion lies within you, like the oil in the jar, just waiting to be drawn 
upon? 

• What chance are you willing to take to make your life better, happier, and more fulfilling? 
• In what new places and unexpected relationships can you discover the energy and wisdom you 

need to turn your hopes into reality? 
• How can you help at least one other person to answer these questions for him or herself, and 

who would that person be? 
 
We will never know what went through the minds of those ancient soldiers who found, trusted and 
kindled the oil in that ancient jar, but answering these questions will help recover their vision and 
reconnect to our own inner jar of oil. 
 
We can be the Hanukah story, and in doing so, give ourselves and those we love a very precious gift. 
 
…the victorious soldiers entered the Temple and found a jar of oil sufficient for one day’s light.  
Miraculously it lasted for eight days…      BABYLONIAN TALMUD, SHABBAT 21B:107 

 
 
 
 



Clal 
The Hebrew word for Inclusive 
Founded in 1974, Clal – The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership is a think tank, 
leadership training institute, and resource center.  Bringing Jewish insights to a wide American audience, 
Clal makes Jewish wisdom an accessible public resource.  A leader in religious pluralism, Clal builds 
bridges across communities to encourage diversity and openness.  Linking Jewish texts and tradition 
with innovative scholarship, Clal promotes Jewish participation in American civic and spiritual life, 
reinvigorating communities and enhancing leadership development. 
 
Brings Jewish wisdom to the American spiritual landscape and makes it a resource for all. 
Builds bridges across communities to encourage pluralism and openness. 
Promotes inclusive Jewish communities in which all voices are heard. 
Nurtures volunteer, professional and rabbinic leadership to build dynamic communities and helps 
people to re-imagine Jewish life. 
Enhances Jewish participation in American civic and spiritual life. 
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